Brighton McBride 
PUBR 345

Frost Fest Farmers Market is Expected to Break Attendance Records 
Written By: Brighton McBride
A farmers market in the winter months as a part of the city-wide event, Frost Fest anticipates a new crowd that breaks records for the event’s attendance. 

The Frost Fest Farmers Market at the South Dakota Agricultural Heritage Museum will return Saturday, Feb. 15 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

With 25 vendors selling homemade goods, the market anticipates nearly 700 visitors. This will break last year’s record of 655 visitors. Shoppers can expect to see a variety of different vendors such as fresh homemade donuts, handmade alpaca products, and fresh produce grown in local green houses. The only requirement for vendors to sell at this market is that their products are either home grown or made and related to agriculture. 

Sarah Jacobs, education coordinator of the South Dakota Agricultural Heritage Museum spoke on the impact she has seen the market have on the museum. “The Farmer’s Market here at the museum has brought in a new and loyal crowd. I love getting to watch connections form between producers and people in Brookings, while they bond over agriculture,” Sarah said. 

“Frost Fest is such a big event in the community. We see social media advertisements, news articles, and hear radio ads about the event.” Sarah said. She also mentioned how this publicity brings people to the museum who may have never known that Brookings was home to this historic gold mine of artifacts. 

Many vendors have reported selling out completely within the first few minutes of the event. With huge successes in recent years, vendors are anticipating the next event. “I’m looking forward to the next event, filled with smiles, energy, and festive spirit, where I’ll get to serve up some fantastic treats once again,” Beckham Rios, owner of Factory Sugar, said. 

Frost Fest is a huge city-wide event that takes place every third weekend in February where area attractions come together to showcase amazing indoor and outdoor winter activities. These activities include ice fishing, building snow forts, sipping hot international drinks and a winter ball. 

SDSU Nursing Student and Cottage Baker at I Knead Treat, Emily Maupin said,
“We are super excited for the Frost Fest Farmer’s Market. This is going to be a wonderful opportunity for businesses and buyers alike. We can’t wait to get back to baking all our favorite treats.” 

About the Agricultural Heritage Museum:
The South Dakota Agricultural Heritage Museum is dedicated to inspiring a passion for the diverse history, culture, and science of agriculture in South Dakota. The museum offers various forms of educational programming, seasonal events, and tours for all ages. Founded in 1884, the Ag Heritage Museum is a leader in the preservation of South Dakota agricultural history. Learn more by visiting the website or contacting the museum at 605-699-6226.
